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There are several families, in various parts of the United "\States, affected with a singular predisposition to hemorrhage from very trivial injuries. Dr. Otto, of this city, has written a paper, which will be found in the sixth volume of the New York Medical Repository, giving an account of this idiosyncrasy, as displayed in the descendants of a Mrs. Smith, who settled in the vicinity of Portsmouth, N. H., about eighty years previous to the date of his communication. Nearly all the male progeny of this lady were subject to dangerous, and often fatal, hemorrhage from the slightest wounds or scratches, nor could the most enlightened professional skill suggest any effective remedy, until it was accidentally discovered that the sulphate of soda exercised a control over these cases, as unaccountable as the affection itself.
The females of the family never exhibited this predisposition, although they transmitted it to their male issue. Those who were affected were robust men of a choleric disposition, 
